
Owners

Sondra Bender
2008 SEASON: third place in the local standings with 23 wins, all with trainer 

Larry Murray, winning at a 25.6% rate.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: Foufa’s Warrior finished seventh in the 2003 Preakness 
and won the Maryland Juvenile Championship a year earlier…in 2002 
won 13 stakes races with seven different horses and finished 53rd on the 
North American money list with $1.3 million…La Reine’s Terms won five 
added money races, each at a different track…bred nine stakes winners in 
2002 , including seven who competed in the Bender colors…in 2003 tied 
Michael Gill for the most stakes wins in the state with seven and bred six 
stakes winners, including five that ran in the Bender colors…other favorite 
horses include Don’s Choice (2nd in Jim Dandy), Secret Odds (2nd in the 
Champagne) and multiple stakes winners Promenade Girl (Grade II Molly 
Pitcher winner in ’06), King’s Nest and Clever Power…owned Southern 
Appeal who ran in the 1986 Kentucky Derby…had a special bond with jock-
ey Kent Desormeaux who rode Snow King and King Snow.

PERSONAL: Sondra and her husband Howard are partners in the Saratoga Friends 
Stable...the couple and Bob Leonard own Glade Valley Farm in Frederick.

Robert Cole
2008 SEASON: topped the Maryland standings for the third consecutive year with 39 victo-

ries from 118 starts, an impressive 33.1% rate, including four with four different train-
ers at Pimlico on May 9.…won the Laurel winter and Pimlico spring meetings…local 
trainers include Scott Lake, Howard Wolfendale and John Rigattieri…actually won 
seven races on May 9 (four at Pimlico & three other out-of-town)…led the nation in 
victories with a career-best 234 and was 11th in earnings (career-high $3.3 million).

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: his biggest score was claiming Shake You Down from the Laurel 
barn of Luigi Gino in 2003 and watching the horse blossom into one of the best 
sprinters in the country under the tutelage of trainer Scott Lake, winning three grad-
ed races and finishing in the money in a pair of Grade I’s (second in Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint and third in De Francis Dash)… topped the Maryland standings in 2006 with 
49 victories with an impressive 42.2% winning percentage and ranked third among 
the nations leaders in wins (190) and was 10th in earnings with $3.1 million…fin-
ished first in the local standings in 2007 with 33 victories, including won Maryland 
Million Turf Sprint with Happy Surprise…ranked overall ranked third among the 
nations leaders in wins (159) and was 15th in earnings ($2.7 million)…tied for sec-
ond among Maryland owners in 2001 with 32 victories… in 2001 his horses won at 
a 28% clip and finished in the money 104 times in 190 starts (65%)…ranked among 
the nations leaders in wins and earnings in 2001, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008.

PERSONAL: works with Raymond Makarovich, another prominent Maryland owner.

Principal Business: 
Construction & Real 
Estate 

Residence: 
Bethesda, Maryland

Stable Colors: 
Gold & Black

Principal Business: 
Mortgage Banker 

Residence: 
Highland, Maryland

Stable Colors: 
Yellow with pink 
“MOTHER”



Owners

Michael Gill
2008 SEASON: finished with four victories at Pimlico and Laurel Park…Team Gill 

has 531 victories in the state since moving a stable here in late 2001.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: Eclipse Award for outstanding owner in 2005 leading 
the nation in wins (351) and earnings ($6.4 million)…dominated the local 
standings for the fourth consecutive year, winning 83 races with earnings 
exceeding $1.5 million…the familiar blue colors captured all four meets 
and had won 14 consecutive stands at the major Maryland tracks…domi-
nated the local standings in 2004 (153 wins for more than $3 million) and 
2003 (145 victories for earnings greater than $3 million)…runner-up for 
the Eclipse Award for outstanding owner after both years…in 2004 led the 
nation in both wins (487—seven off Don Lasaster’s all-time record set in 
1974) and earnings ($10.8 million)...in 2003 led the nation in both wins 
(425) and earnings ($9.2 million)...led Maryland in victories in 2002, win-
ning 110 races (81 more than the runner-up) with earnings of $2.3 mil-
lion…won four races in Maryland on March 23, 2002, January 15, 2004 and 
2004 Pimlico Special/Black-Eyed Susan day…finished second in the country 
for wins in 2000 and 2002 and was fifth in 2001…purchased his first horse 
in 1999.

PERSONAL: stable once featured nearly 400 horses, including 90 based in Maryland.

Robert Meyerhoff (Fitzhugh LLC)
2008 SEASON: won 11 races in Maryland, including three stakes victories with Hartigan…

the Richard Small trainee took the Hilltop, Pearl Necklace and Twixt Stakes.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: entered the racing industry with his brother Harry in 1963…
owned Include who earned $1,435,000 in 2001 with five stakes victories, includ-
ing a dramatic victory over Albert the Great in the Grade I Pimlico Special…also 
owned multiple-stakes winner Concern, the first Maryland-bred to win the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic (1994)...Concern finished 3rd in the Preakness that year…also owned 
multiple-stakes winner Broad Brush who earned $2.7 million from 1985-1987...
Broad Brush was 3rd in the 1986 Preakness and had a pair of graded victories as a 
four-year old (Suburban Handicap & Santa Anita Handicap)…earned $370,000 when 
Dynamic Deputy, Take A Check and Sticky finished second-third-and fourth respec-
tively in the 2006 Delaware Handicap (Grade II)…raced under Bon Etage Farm until 
1974…leading breeder in the state eight times since 1986.

PERSONAL: boards all of his mares at Fitzhugh Farm, his 300 acre farm…maintains 
20-25 broodmares and about 30 horses in training…president of Henderson 
Webb, which constructs townhouses in the Baltimore metropolitan area…ranks 
in the top 25 of most generous philanthropists, giving away $304 million from 
2000-2004.

Principal Business: 
Mortgage Banker 

Residence: 
Windham, New 
Hampshire

Stable Colors: 
Blue with white 
“MMM” & “CC” on 
white ball

Principal Business: 
Townhouse Construction  

Residence: 
Cockeysville, Maryland

Stable Colors: 
Yellow & royal blue dia-
monds



Owners

PTK LLC
2008 SEASON: second in the state with 25 victories…captured the fall title with 

15 trips to the winners’ circle, one more than Robert Cole…ranked 50th 
nationally with 46 victories for more than $725,000 with trainers Rodney 
Jenkins and Dane Kobiskie.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: owned horses since 1999…the first two (Gypsy Outfit 
& March In Time) scored a daily double for trainer Ferris Allen and jockey 
Mario Pino in their first starts in PTK colors…ranked second in the state 
in victories in 2002 and 2003...those two years PTK ranked in the top 50 
nationally in wins and top 100 in earnings, topping the $1 million mark 
each campaign.

PERSONAL: grew up minutes from Hollywood Park and Santa Anita…very super-
stitious, her horses never race on the 13th and when stakes winner Ken 
Doll runs, she always carries a Barbie Doll.

Rob Ry Farms (Robert Haynes)
2008 SEASON: named Owner of the Year by Maryland Horse Breeders 

Association…Heros Reward finished in the money in five of seven stakes 
races during the year, including a repeat victory in the Turf Sprint at Pimlico 
on the Preakness undercard for the second consecutive year and finished 
fifth in the 2008 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint at Santa Anita…won GR III Bill 
Hartack Handicap with Ryan’s for Real.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS: Heros Reward named Maryland Horse of the Year in 
2007, which included nine first or second finishes in 10 starts and victories 
in the Turf Sprint on the Preakness undercard, the GII $500,000 Neartic 
Stakes at Woodbine and the Governor’s Cup, Penn National’s signature 
race…captured 2006 Maryland Million Classic with former claimer Due.

PERSONAL: been in the business for more than 30 years, first as a fan (first visit 
to the track was at Laurel where he won his first bet) then as a jockey agent 
and finally an owner..

Principal Partner: Paula 
Haughey 

Principal Business: 
Thoroughbred Racing 

Residence: 
Charlottesville, Virginia

Stable Colors: 
Hunter Green & white

Principal Business: Real 
Estate 

Residence: 
Potomac, Maryland

Stable Colors: 
orange, black “ROB 
RY FARMS & JAYNE 
SLYSZ”, orange cap
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